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2018-19 Tuition & Fee Report
Summary
The Appropriation Act directs the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV) to  
make a report annually to the governor and the chairs of the House Appropriations and Senate  
Finance Committees on the annual change in total charges for tuition and fees approved by  
the boards of visitors at Virginia public institutions of higher education (Item 4-2.01.b.4.b). 

The following are key findings from the 2018-19 Tuition and Fees Report.

TUITION AND MANDATORY EDUCATION & GENERAL (E&G) FEES INCREASED $466 (5.7%). SEE 
CHART BELOW FOR HISTORICAL TRENDS.
•	 At	four-year	institutions,	students	will	pay	an	average	of	$9,121,	an	increase	of	$507	(5.9%).
•	 At	two-year	institutions,	students	at	Virginia’s	community	colleges	will	pay	an	average	of	$4,606,	

an	increase	of	$113	(2.5%).	At	Richard	Bland	College,	students	will	pay	an	average	of	$6,100,	an	
increase	of	$210	(3.6%).

MANDATORY NON-E&G FEES INCREASED $146 (3.9%).
•	 At	four-year	institutions,	students	will	pay	an	average	of	$3,874,	an	increase	of	$161	(3.9%).
•	 At	two-year	institutions,	students	at	Virginia’s	community	colleges	will	pay	$14,	a	0%	increase.	At	

Richard	Bland	College,	students	will	pay	$2,100,	an	increase	of	$60	(2.9%).

THE AVERAGE TUITION AND ALL MANDATORY FEES FOR IN-STATE UNDERGRADUATES IS 
$12,545, A $612 (5.1%) INCREASE FROM THE PRIOR YEAR. 
•	 Students	at	four-year	institutions	will	pay	an	average	of	$13,370,	an	increase	of	$669	(5.3%).
•	 At	two-year	institutions,	students	at	Virginia’s	community	colleges	will	pay	$4,620,	an	increase	of	

$113	(2.5%).	Students	at	Richard	Bland	College	will	pay	$8,100,	an	increase	of	$270	(3.4%).
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TOTAL CHARGES — THE AVERAGE SUM OF TUITION, ALL MANDATORY FEES AND ROOM AND 
BOARD — WILL BE $24,003 FOR THE 2018-19 ACADEMIC YEAR, AN INCREASE OF $1,016 (4.4%) 
FOR IN-STATE UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS AT FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTIONS.

TUITION AND FEES AT VIRGINIA’S RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS BASED ON 2017-18 DATA ARE 
9TH HIGHEST IN THE NATION; 5TH HIGHEST FOR COMPREHENSIVE INSTITUTIONS; AND 8TH 
HIGHEST FOR TWO-YEAR INSTITUTIONS.

VIRGINIA UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS WILL PAY, ON AVERAGE, 55% OF THE COST OF            
EDUCATION, WHICH IS REFLECTED AS TUITION AND MANDATORY E&G FEES.
The	state	share	will	fall	to	45%,	which	is	22	percentage	points	below	the	67%	outlined	in	the	state’s	
cost-share	policy.	SCHEV	estimates	that	if	the	state	share	were	aligned	with	the	policy	goal,	tuition	
would	be	as	much	as	$3,000	lower	than	current	levels,	or	about	40%	less.

ROOM AND BOARD CHARGES WILL AVERAGE $10,633 AT FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTIONS, AN 
INCREASE OF $348 (3.5%). 

FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2018-19, THE ESTIMATED TOTAL CHARGES AT FOUR-YEAR PUBLIC INSTI-
TUTIONS AS A PERCENTAGE OF PER-CAPITA DISPOSABLE INCOME WILL BE 50.0%, UP FROM 
47.8% IN 2017-18. FOR TWO-YEAR INSTITUTIONS THE PERCENTAGE IS 11.1%, UP FROM 10.9% 
IN THE PRIOR YEAR. 



State Council of Higher Education for Virginia

WHILE RISING TUITION AND FEES ARE A CONCERN, ADDITIONAL OPTIONS EXIST TO HELP 
OFFSET THE COST OF A CREDENTIAL OR DEGREE, INCLUDING LEVERAGING FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS, ASSESSING NET PRICE VS. TOTAL CHARGES, COMPLETING A 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE THROUGH A TWO-YEAR TRANSFER PROGRAM AND COMPLETING 
THE DEGREE OR CREDENTIAL ON TIME.

Annual Increase of Average In-state Undergraduate Tuition and Mandatory E&G Fees

For the full report please visit www.schev.edu/2018TuitionandFeesReport




