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What are Open Education and Open Educational Resources?

Open Education: “a pedagogy-driven movement and philosophy which reduces barriers to 
learning, enables learner agency, values transparency, gives credit to others for their contributions, 
and utilizes Public Domain markers or open licenses for creation, use, and sharing of open 
educational resources.” Virginia Tech

Open Educational Resources (OER): 
“Teaching, learning and research materials in any medium – digital or otherwise – that reside in 
the public domain or have been released under an open license that permits no-cost access, use, 
adaptation and redistribution by others with no or limited restrictions” 
UNESCO

“OER Courses Mean No Textbook Purchase Required” 
Northern Virginia Community College
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https://guides.lib.vt.edu/oer
https://en.unesco.org/themes/building-knowledge-societies/oer
https://online.nvcc.edu/oer/


OER Advances Equity, Affordability, and Transformation

• Equitable day-one access for all students
• Student success
• Affordability
• Faculty freedom to tailor materials to the course and adapt 

over time

Evidence
● Florida 2018 Student Textbook Survey (21,000 students)
● Georgia Peer Reviewed Study 2018 (22,000 undergrad students)
● Ithaca 2018 Faculty Survey Key Findings (11,000 faculty)
● 2019 peer reviewed metanalysis (97 studies)
● UVA 2020 Student Survey (650 students 94% undergrad)
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Florida: The top 5 highest percentage answers as a result of the high cost of textbooks are: not purchasing the required textbook (64.2%); taking fewer courses (42.8%); not registering for a specific course (40.5%); earning a poor grade (35.6%); and dropping a course (22.9%). �Georgia One of the questions the study set out to answer was whether the use of OER might be of particular benefit to students who are eligible for federal financial aid, who are nonwhite or who are enrolled part-time. While overall course grades improved for all students, the study found that DFW rates (D F or withdraw) “decreased dramatically for the student populations we hypothesized would benefit the most from free textbooks.”��While faculty are increasingly interested in an open access publication model, traditional scholarly incentives continue to motivate their decision-making. Approximately two-thirds of respondents in this survey cycle indicated they would be happy to see the traditional subscription-based publication model replaced entirely by an open access system, which represents a greater share of respondents compared to the previous survey cycle. However, only four in ten faculty indicate open access characteristics of journals as highly influential in publication decisions.There is substantial interest in use of open educational resources for instructional practices, particularly from younger faculty members. About six in ten respondents are very interested in using open educational resources (OER), and roughly half strongly agreed that they would like to adopt new instructional approaches with OER.Faculty are skeptical about the value of using learning analytics tools. While faculty who have used learning analytics tools are more likely to agree that these tools could make a substantial impact on their teaching practices and outcomes, survey respondents across the board do not hold especially positive views of these tools.�Efficacy of Open Textbook Adoption on Learning Performance and Course Withdrawal Rates: A Meta-Analysis by Virginia Clinton, Shafiq Khan�Although there was no benefit of open textbooks on the performance of students who completed courses, there was a significant reduction in the likelihood of students withdrawing from the course. The most common reason students state for course withdrawal is that they anticipate failing the course or receiving a low grade (Wheland, Butler, Qammar, Katz, & Harris, 2012). It is possible that having access to a textbook may help a student who is behind to cover missed material and not withdraw from the class.UVA: 30% “did not purchase required course materials in response to cost” 5% dropped a course Note VIVA statewide survey

https://dlss.flvc.org/documents/210036/1314923/2018+Student+Textbook+and+Course+Materials+Survey+-+Executive+Summary.pdf/3c0970b0-ea4b-9407-7119-0477f7290a8b
http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf
https://sr.ithaka.org/publications/2018-us-faculty-survey/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2332858419872212
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AuqIkzaGlQAqvEyAr2go-mUa6k-O4iIw/view


Students Express the Negative Effect of Textbook Prices

• “I decided not to purchase some required books due to cost” UVA 
student

• "I'm looking at at least $300 and I won't have it till Feb--classes start 
Jan 13” Senior, English, VCU

• "Miss early assignments in the semester as I waited for 
[cheaper] texts to be shipped in” Senior, History, VCU

• "I had to buy a lot of access codes just to do homework” 
UVA Student

• "Textbooks are so expensive that at this point I go to 
special sites” Senior, Sociology, VCU
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Students Express the Negative Effect of Textbook Prices
“How much do you spend on textbooks?” 
(Radford) 

“What would you have 
purchased, if your textbooks 
were free or low cost?” 
(Radford)
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Students Express the Positive Effect of OER
“This textbook was extremely helpful. The reading material helped me with the lectures, which both in turn helped 
understanding the labs, and ultimately the projects (and mastery quizzes). The fact that it's online is also extremely 
helpful. I can search for terms easily this way. Overall, it played a significant, positive impact for me in this course.”

“Since it is digital, I turn It into an e-book on my laptop and was able to have the book read to me as I worked on 
housework and note taking. This helped me be able to read the book each week, as I learn better from having things read 
to me.”

“The table of contents were easy to use. The website was easy to access and use. This textbook really only contained 
relevant information, so there was nothing to sift or scroll through to successfully read/complete assignments.”

“I think the fact that it is free and accessible online is phenomenal! I also really enjoyed the 
search box function!”

“The code in the book is fantastic and the book overall really helped me compared to just
using a normal textbook. Keep using the online one it helps every student a lot.”

Source: Virginia student evaluations of VIVA Grant OERs 
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OER as a Transformative Teaching Tool

Fundamentals of Business 3rd Edition 
(Virginia Tech Publishing and Pamplin College of Business)
● Free online, print on demand $8
● Interactive quizzing
● Accessibility features for students with disabilities
● Faculty-only test bank created by Virginia faculty

Local and Global Impact
● 6,300+ VT students
● $630,000 VT student savings
● Adopted by over 100 institutions
● Downloaded over 1.5 million times
● Adapted into a Canadian edition
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Free online course text available in downloadable PDF, ePub, online/interactive, and print for $8, (now with no cost faculty-only test bank) has been used by 6,300+ students at VT since 2016. Is in its 3rd edition. Has saved VT students between $630,000 - $1.2 million. Has interactive self-test quizzing and accessibility features for students with disabilities. Has been adopted by over 100 institutions beyond Virginia Tech, downloaded over 1.5 million times (beyond VT's usage), adapted into a Canadian edition. Here is the press release for the 3rd edition: https://blogs.lt.vt.edu/openvt/2021/01/06/announcing-open-textbook-fundamentals-of-business-third-edition

https://blogs.lt.vt.edu/openvt/2021/01/06/announcing-open-textbook-fundamentals-of-business-third-edition/


SCHEV Open Virginia Advisory Committee (OVAC)

● make recommendations to Council regarding initiatives and policies that may 
facilitate the adoption of open educational resources by the public institutions

● organize events such as workshops and conferences to facilitate inter-
institutional networking and the sharing of best practices 

Membership: at least one representative from each public four-year institution, 
community college representatives designated by the Virginia 
Community College System, representatives from the 
Library Advisory Committee (LAC), and VIVA.

Charged: 2015



OVAC Assists Boards in Implementing Statutory Duties

§ 23.1-1308 (2019 amendments)

E. Create guidelines for the adoption and use of low-cost and no-cost open 
educational resources

F. Identify no-cost course materials or low-cost course materials 
“conspicuously” in the online course catalog 
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OVAC Guidance for § 23.1-1308 (2019)

● Help institutions embrace §23.1-1308 within a framework of quality 
and sustainability 

● Promote open educational resources and efforts to scale to full OER 
programs

www.schev.edu/docs/default-source/institution-
section/GuidancePolicy/oerguidelines.pdf

https://www.schev.edu/docs/default-source/institution-section/GuidancePolicy/oerguidelines.pdf


OVAC 2020-21 Accomplishments (in a pandemic)

2020-21 Programmed 4 Webinars: total attendance of 440 with subsequent 
recordings. Most popular “Getting Started with OER” 215 attendees

Developed recommendations for how OER can advance Virginia Plan Goal One 
to Close Access and Completion Gaps

Formalized monthly meetings to include sharing campus best practices and 
challenges 

Created rolling chair model for sustainability

Anita Walz (Virginia Tech) and Dr. Julie Mersiowsky (Longwood) chairs 2020-21
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How OVAC Can Support the Virginia Plan

● Build capacity and literacy
○ Programming, outreach, conferences, webinars
○ Share best practices with colleagues and 

SCHEV

● See where we are
○ Environmental scan of no and low cost labelling
○ Environmental scan of OER Guidelines

● Plot a course for the future 
○ Reward faculty open education and open 

scholarship practices
○ Enable Open Access to Virginia Faculty 

Research as well as publications by or funded by 
the Commonwealth



Thank You

Jimmy Ghaphery
Chair, SCHEV Open Virginia Advisory Committee (OVAC)
Associate Dean, Scholarly Communications and Publishing, VCU Libraries
jghapher@vcu.edu

Beverly A. Rebar, J.D.
Senior Associate for Academic and Legislative Affairs, SCHEV
beverlyrebar@schev.edu
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