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OUR VISION
Our VISION is to be the voice 
of the Virginia business
community and the most 
influential business advocacy 
organization in the 
Commonwealth.

@vachamber



OUR MISSION
Our MISSION is to be the leading 
non-partisan business advocacy 
organization that works in the 
legislative, regulatory, civic and 
judicial arenas at the state and 
federal level to be a force for long-
term economic growth in the 
Commonwealth.

@vachamber



= 25 Virginia 
Chamber Members

2010
1,000

VIRGINIA CHAMBER MEMBERS

2021
27,821



STRATEGIC 
PLAN



WHY VIRGINIA? QUALITY OF LIFE - 2019

Visuals provided by: VEDP;
https://issuu.com/vedpvirginia/docs/tech_in_virginia?fr=sMTliMDE3MDE3MTA
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2020 NATIONAL RANKINGS



VIRGINIA RANKED 5th MOST INNOVATIVE STATE - 2020



U.S. NEWS RANKS BEST STATES FOR 2021

On Equality, Virginia Ranks #5 in The Nation:
• Education Gap by Race
• Employment Gap by Disability Status
• Employment Gap by Race
• Income Gap by Gender
• Income Gap by Race
• Labor Force Participation Gap by Gender 

On Economic Opportunity, Virginia ranks #11 
in the nation:
• Food Insecurity
• Income Equality
• Household Income
• Poverty Rate



VIRGINIA RANKS #13 BEST STATE FOR 2021

VIRGINIA RANKS 
#13 BEST STATE IN 

2021

After being ranked 
#16 in 2020, Virginia 

climbed 3 spots 
back to the #13 
ranking for 2021



WHY VIRGINIA? – DATA CENTER MARKET

Visuals provided by: VEDP; 
https://issuu.com/vedpvirginia/docs/tech_in_virginia?fr=sMTliMDE3MDE3MTA



WHY VIRGINIA? – TECH ECOSYSTEM 

Visuals provided by: VEDP; 
https://issuu.com/vedpvirginia/docs/tech_in_virginia?fr=sMTliMDE3MDE3MTA
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BLUEPRINT VIRGINIA
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2013 Virginia Economic Summit  |  November 29, 2013

BLUEPRINT VIRGINIA
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2017 Virginia Economic Summit  | December 1, 2017

BLUEPRINT VIRGINIA 2025
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Blueprint Polling Data
Important Factors for Virginia’s Business Climate 

(ranked in order of priority)

Education and Workforce Development1

Tax and Regulatory Reform 2

Transportation Infrastructure3
*Based on survey responses from Blueprint 2025 Regional Meetings and Online Survey
* Data current as of September 7, 2017



Takeaways From Blueprint 2025 Polling

Rank these skills in order of importance 
for developing our future workforce:

o STEM Skills – 1st

o Middle Skills – 2nd

o Communication Skills – 3rd

o Soft Skills – 4th

*Based on survey responses from Blueprint 2025 Regional Meetings and Online Survey
*Statewide data current as of September 7, 2017, Regional Data current as of September 8, 2017

Every region in Virginia 
ranked STEM skills their 
top priority. 
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WHAT IS DRIVING VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS CLIMATE RANKINGSBLUEPRINT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
• Re-achieved #1 State for Business Recognition

• CNBC 2019
• Preserved Virginia’s Right-to-Work Law
• Foster Private-Sector Growth and Job Creation 

• GO Virginia 
• Generational Investments in Infrastructure Assets

• Port of Virginia
• Over $1 billion to Deepen, Widen, and Improve

• Transportation
• 2013 Transportation Package - $3.5 billion
• 2021 Freight and Passage Rail Improvements - $3.7 

billion
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WHAT IS DRIVING VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS CLIMATE RANKINGSBLUEPRINT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

• Broadband
• Over $150 million from state in 2021

• Energy
• Grid Modernization 
• Offshore Wind 

• Health Care
• Medicaid Reform and Expansion
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WHAT IS DRIVING VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS CLIMATE RANKINGSBLUEPRINT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Increasingly Diverse Economy
Growing Strengths according to VEDP:

• Data Center Capital of the World
• Cybersecurity Leader
• Corporate Headquarters
• Life and Health Sciences
• Aviation and Unmanned Systems
• Supply Chain, Logistics and Warehouse Management
• Advanced Manufacturing
• Food and Beverage Processing
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WHAT IS DRIVING VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS CLIMATE RANKINGSBLUEPRINT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

HIRE VETS NOW 
2018 – 2020 SUMMARY
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WHAT IS DRIVING VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS CLIMATE RANKINGSBLUEPRINT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Workforce & Education 
• FastForward
• Growth4VA
• G3 Community College
• Early Childhood Education Funding
• Creation Office of Education and Labor Market 

Alignment
• Supported investment in Virginia’s Tuition 

Assistance Grant program
• Funding for Improving and Expanding Access to 

Internships Opportunities - Virginia TOP
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WHAT IS DRIVING VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS CLIMATE RANKINGSVIRGINIA TOP: SCHEV & VA CHAMBER

MAKING VIRGINIA THE TOP STATE FOR 
BUSINESS, EDUCATION, AND TALENT
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WHAT IS DRIVING VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS CLIMATE RANKINGSVIRGINIA TOP: SCHEV & VA CHAMBER

70% OF EMPLOYERS WANT COLLEGE 
GRADUATES TO HAVE RELEVANT WORK-

BASED LEARNING EXPERIENCE

ONLY 10% OF STUDENTS TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF WORK-BASED 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP
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WHAT IS DRIVING VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS CLIMATE RANKINGSVIRGINIA TOP: SCHEV & VA CHAMBER

1

2

3

BUSINESS READINESS

STUDENT READINESS 

INSTITUTION READINESS
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WHAT IS DRIVING VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS CLIMATE RANKINGSWEBSITE LAUNCHED IN OCTOBER 2020

WWW.VIRGINIATOP.ORG
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WHAT IS DRIVING VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS CLIMATE RANKINGSEMPLOYER TOOLKIT LAUNCHED DECEMBER 2020
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NATIONAL RANKINGS INITIATIVE
VIRGINIA’S DECADE-LONG ROLLER-COASTER RIDE IN THE 
NATIONAL BUSINESS-CLIMATE RANKINGS

Source: Chief Executive magazine; CNBC; Forbes; Site Selection; VEDP analysis
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VA’s biz climate rankings in 2019
• Chief Executive (13th – up 2 spots from 2018)
• CNBC (1st – up 3 spots)
• Forbes (4th – no change)
• Site Selection (5th – up 2 spots)
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NATIONAL RANKINGS INITIATIVE
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VA RECENTLY HAS BEEN IMPROVING IN BUSINESS CLIMATE 
RANKINGS – BUT COULD STAGNATE WITHOUT BOLD ACTION

1-5
Estimated range with 
implementation of all 
additional initiatives

5-8
Estimated range 
without implementation 
of additional initiatives

Source: Chief Executive magazine; CNBC; Forbes; Site Selection; VEDP analysis

VA’s biz climate rankings in 2019
• Chief Executive (13th – up 2 spots from 2018)
• CNBC (1st – up 3 spots)
• Forbes (4th – no change)
• Site Selection (5th – up 2 spots)
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VIRGINIA’S ECONOMIC CHALLENGES
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VIRGINIA HAS SEEN PROGRESSIVE RECOVERY OF JOBS LOST, BUT 
NOT ALL REGIONS HAVE RECOVERED TO THE SAME EXTENT

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics 34

-10.9% -5.2%

Statewide avg: -8.0%

Employment change from Feb ‘20 - Feb ‘21
% | absolute employment change, not seasonally adjusted



STATEWIDE, EMPLOYMENT IS CURRENTLY PROJECTED TO REACH 
PRE-COVID-19 LEVELS BY MID-2022

Source: Moody’s Analytics (March baseline forecast); Census Bureau; VEDP analysis

Forecasted quarterly employment as % of pre-COVID-19 baseline
Total non-farm payroll employment, indexed to actual 2019 Q4 employment
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COVID-19 ECONOMIC SHOCK HAS DISPROPORTIONATELY IMPACTED 
LESS EDUCATED, MINORITIES, WOMEN, & LOWER WAGE EARNERS

69.3 

89.2 

88.8 96.7 

97.5 98.7 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

22%
Have a Bachelor’s 
degree or higher
(vs. 77% of workers 
earning >$40/hr)

45%
Are non-white / Hispanic
(vs. 30% of workers 
earning >$40/hr)

55%
Are women
(vs. 35% of workers 
earning >$40/hr)

Virginia workers earning 
less than $20/hour1

1Employed persons in 2019, based on wages income earned in previous 12 months
Source: Current Employment Statistics; American Community Survey microdata retrieved using IPUMS; VEDP analysis

Change in U.S. employment by average industry earnings
Non-farm payroll jobs, Jan ’20 - Mar ’21, indexed to Jan. ’20 employment levels

36

>$40/hr
$20-$40/hr

<$20/hr

2020 2021



@vachamber
www.vachamber.com

U.S. UNEMPLOYMENT RATE: FEB 2020 vs FEB 2021

Source: INSERT

2020

2021
5.8%

9.9%

4.4%

8.5%

2.5%
5.1%

3.1%
5.6%

2.8%

5.2%

13.3%
13.9%

Source: INSERT

Asian American/ 
Pacific Islander
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OPPORTUNITY TO CLOSE THE EQUITY GAPS
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POST PANDEMIC CHALLENGES: SKILLED WORKFORCE

• Student learning loss as a result of COVID
• New student enrollment in Virginia colleges and 

universities for the 2020-2021 school year decreased 
by 8% since the previous year1

• Employers continue to report difficulty finding 
workers

• 40% of small business owners say they are having 
trouble filling job openings2

• Global competition for STEM talent

Source: 1 – SCHEV
2 - NFIB
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POST PANDEMIC CHALLENGES: SKILLED WORKFORCE

SKILLED WORKFORCE
China 4,700,000

India 2,600,000

U.S. 698,000

Russia 497,000

Brazil 227,000

U.K. 198,000

Germany 102,000

Countries with the 
most STEM 

graduates in 2018 
(the latest available data)
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BLUEPRINT VIRGINIA 2030: CO-CHAIRS
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BLUEPRINT VIRGINIA 2030: THE PROCESS
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BLUEPRINT VIRGINIA 2030: THE TIMELINE
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BLUEPRINT VIRGINIA 2030 REGIONAL TOUR

Wednesday, May 5, 2021
Go Virginia Region 1

Wednesday, May 12, 2021
Go Virginia Region 2

Wednesday, May 26, 2021
Go Virginia Region 3

Wednesday, June 24, 2021
Go Virginia Region 4

Wednesday, June 30, 2021
Go Virginia Region 6

Wednesday July 21, 2021
Go Virginia Region 7

Wednesday, July 28, 2021
Go Virginia Region 8

Wednesday, August 4, 2021
Go Virginia Region 9

Wednesday, August 11, 2021
Go Virginia Region 5

V I RT UA L S C H E D U L E

REGIONAL TOUR MEETINGS
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BLUEPRINT VIRGINIA 2030 SIGNATURE EVENTS

SIGNATURE EVENT SCHEDULE
Virginia Conference on Corporate Sustainability & Energy Diversity

May 20, 2021
VIRTUAL

Virginia Health Care Conference
June 3, 2021

VIRTUAL

Virginia Veterans and Military Affairs Conference
September 2021
LOCATION TBD

Virginia Education and Workforce Conference 
October 2021
LOCATION TBD

12th Annual Virginia Economic Summit
December 3, 2021

LOCATION TBD
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BLUEPRINT VIRGINIA 2030 SURVEYING
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